WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method of providing a unified logging service, for use in a network having a 
plurality of nodes capable of generating event logs, wherein said unified logging 
sen/ice having a unified log server and repository, comprising the steps of: 

converting an event log file of a first log type and structure associated with a sending 
node into a predefined format; 

transmitting the converted event log file over the network to the unified log server; 

receiving the converted event log file by the unified log server; 

determining the log type of the converted log file and routing the converted log file to 
a log handler compatible with the log type and the predefined format; 

identifying a receiving node compatible with the log type for the converted event log 
file, and forwarding the converted event log file from the log handler to the identified 
receiving node. 



2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

acknowledging receipt of the converted event log file by the identified receiving node 
to the sending node. 



3. The method of claim 2, further comprising the step of: 
converting the acknowledgement to the predefined format. 



4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of : 
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storing the converted log file in the repository. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the predefined format comprises a unified logging 

format including a header and a body. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the header contains information comprising: 

a server identifier; 
a log system identifier; 
a log type identifier; and 
a log create timestamp. 

7. The method of claim 5 wherein the body contains transaction information as 

defined by the unified logging service, comprising: 

a message portion, wherein the message portion is further defined by fields 
specific to the log type; and 

a time stamp portion. 

8. A computer readable storage medium tangibly embodying programmed 

instructions for performing the method of any of claims 1 to 7. 

9. An apparatus for providing a unified logging service, comprising: 

a unified logging server; 

means for receiving an event log file at the unified logging server; 

a log adapter for converting the event log file from a first structure to a predefined 
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format; 

means for determining a log type of the converted event log file and a log handler 
suitable for the log type; 

means for forwarding the converted event log file to the log handler; 
means for identifying a receiving node; 

means for forwarding the converted event log file to the identified receiving node. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising: 
a repository; and 

means for storing the converted log file in the repository. 

1 1 . A system for providing a unified logging service comprising: 
a sending node having a first structure; 

an event log file having a first log type associated with the sending node; 

a log adapter for the sending node for converting the event log file from the first 
structure to a predefined format; 

means for transmitting the converted event log file across the network to a unified 
logging server; 

means for receiving the converted event log file at the unified logging server; 

means for determining the log type of the converted event log file and a log handler 
suitable for the log type; 
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means for forwarding the converted event log file to the log handler; 

means for identifying a receiving node for the converted event log file; 

means for forwarding the converted event log file to the identified receiving node. 

12. The system of claim 11 further comprising: 

means for acknowledging receipt of the converted event log file by the identified 
receiving node to the sending node. 

13. The system of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

a log adapter for the receiving node for converting the predefined format to an event 
log file of the first structure. 

14. The system of claim 12 further comprising: 

means for converting the acknowledgement to the predefined format. 

15. The system of claim 11 further comprising means for storing the converted log 
file in the repository. 

16. A computer program product comprising computer program code means 
adapted to perform all of the steps of any of claims 1 to 7 when the program code 
is run on a computer. 
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17. An article comprising: 

a computer readable modulated carrier signal; 

means embedded in the signal to perform all of the steps of any of claims 1 to 7. 

19. An article of manufacture comprising a processor useable medium having a 
processor readable program embodied in said medium, wherein the processor readable 
program when executed on or more processors causes the processors to: 

convert an event log file of a first log type and structure associated with a sending 
node into a predefined format; 

transmit the converted event log file onto a network to a unified log server; 
receive the converted event log file by the unified log server; 

determine the log type of the converted log file and rout the converted log file to a 
log handler compatible with the determined log type and the predefined format; 

identify a receiving node compatible with the log type for the converted event log file, 
and forward the converted event log file from the log handler to the identified 
receiving node. 

20. The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the processor readable program 
causes one or more processors to: 

acknowledge receipt of the converted event log file by the identified receiving node. 

21. The article of manufacture of claim 20, wherein the processor readable program 



CA920030007US1 



24 



causes one or more processors to: 

convert the acknowledgement to the predefined format. 



22. The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the processor readable program 
causes one or more processors to: 

store the converted log file in the repository. 

23. The article of manufacture of claim 19, wherein the predefined format comprises 
a unified logging format including a header and a body. 

24. The article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein the header contains information 
comprising: 

a server identifier; 

a log system identifier; 

a log type identifier; and 

a log create timestamp. 

25. The article of manufacture of claim 23, wherein the body contains transaction 
information as defined by the unified logging service, comprising: 

a message portion, wherein the message portion is further defined by fields 
specific to the log type; and 

a time stamp portion. 
CA920030007US1 25 



